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GUILTY 
NATIONS 


— by — 
Laurence Housman 


j T what date did the Ger- 
mans become the guilty 
nation, on whom Lord 

Vansittart and others of a like 

kidney visit their all-seeing (or 

undiscriminating?) condemna- 
tion? 

Obviously not when Mr, Churchill 
said that, had we been defeated in 
war, he would have wished for a 
Hitler to restore us to our right place 
among the nations. Obviously not 
when Mr, Neville Chamberlain, “the 
man of Munich,” was prepared to do 
a deal with Hitler, on the terms of 
giving him a free hand for aggression 
against’ Russia, in exchange for 
security from aggression against 
countries with which we were in more 
friendly relations, and had more 
common interests. i 

If, at that date, condonation of the 
misdoings of Hitler had made Ger- 
many a guilty nation, the guilt of that 
condonation was shared very pro- 
minently nearer home. And if we 
deny that guilt for ourselves, we 
ought in all honesty to deny it—at 
least up to that date—for the German 
people. 

For now we are in like case our- 
selves and, under Mr. Churchill’s 
régime, we have lost all sense of guilt 
in condoning the past crimes of Bol- 
shevik Russia, for which once Mr. 
Churchill had no good word to say. 
From the day when Russia became 
our ally, we turned whole-heartedly 
from blame to praise: and the more 
fervently as it became evident that' 
without that alliance we should have 
been beaten. 


HOW COULD THEY 
DISOWN HITLER? 


But if we admit that, up to the date 
of Munich, Germany must be absolved 
froni guilt for acceptance of Hitler, 
as a means for “restoration to her 
right place among the nations”— 
what afterwards? ; 

In what way could the people of 
Germany have repudiated Hitler, 
when not to repudiate him involved 
the whole nation in guilt? ‘ 

Well before the days of Munich 
Hitler had so strongly entrenched 
himself in power that even to express 
dissent meant internment in a con- 
centration camp, and to resist meant 
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SUCCOUR FOR THE 
FIRST CASUALTY 


AM sometimes bewildered by 

letters protesting that Peace 
News is depressing. What is it that 
the writers really want? That the 
condition of the world should be 
represented as more encouraging 
than it is? Or that they should be 
given more encouragement to face 

‘ the discouraging reality? 

The -former is incompatible with editorial 
integrity. The latter is difficult to supply to 
an audience whose religious faith is so varied. 

As Truth is the first casualty in war, so the 
care for wounded Truth is the first concern of 
the opponent of war. No one has ever suffered 
injury from’ the impact of the truth. The dis- 
semination of truth is -the object of the Peace 


News Fund. 
Contributions since March 81: £21 4s. &d. 
‘Total to date: £5,286 12s. 10d. , 


THE EDITOR 
Please makes cheques, etc., payable. to Race 


News, Lid., and address them to 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
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ONLY AN EARLY PEACE 
CAN SAVE DEMOCRACY 


Oy oe days as Prime 


Minister are numbered, says The 


New Leader (Apr. 8). The Economist (Apr. 8) says that 
he has recently been drawing on his fund of credit with 
the people at a very rapid rate, and that his chances of being 


the post-war Prime Minister 
have greatly diminished. 
Whether it is that his physical 
strength is failing or (as The 
Economist suggests) that he has 
fallen under the influence of Lord 
Beaverbrook, he is no longer master 
of the domestie situation. A third 


explanation, which may be behind the, 


other two, suggests itself: namely, 
that the domestic situation is really 
beyong conrol. Four years without 
an effective opposition in Parliament 
have left the forces of discontent 
without focus or leadership or ex- 
pression in a practicable political pro- 
gramme. What, for example, could 
satisfy the miners? What political 
party can give constructive vaice to 
their grievances? 


World-wide paralysis 


THE total impression is sone of 

steadily increasing uncertainty. 
There is no plausible pattern for the 
future at home or abroad. The 
semblance of unity which appeared 
while the various allies were fighting 
a defensive and desperate war has 
vanished now. 

Nothing is really done. Even Fin- 
land does not make peace. A kind 
of universal paralysis seems to have 
seized the warring world, to such an 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


extent that there is still a residue of 
scepticism even about the Second 
Front. It is as though, suddenly, the 


‘nations were emerging from the 


narcosis of total’ war and, with the 
return of consciousness, their wills 
were paralyzed for lack of any 
credible goal for action, ; 

The policy of Russia is an enigma. 
She is already at loggerheads with 
Chungking: and it is hard to believe 
that she will take an active part in 
the war against Japan. But equally 
the policy of USA is an enigma. 
Wendell Willkie is now out of the 
running as the Republican candidate, 
and the chances of a post-war re- 
version to isolationism have therefore 
greatly increased, 


Developments in Russia 


QTALIN is the only war-leader 

likely to be in power four years 
after the war is over; and if any 
deduction can be drawn from the 
Russian attitude to Finland, Rumania, 
and Italy, it is that Russia is working 
for a settlement which will cause her 
the minimum of distraction from the 
truly colossal task of internal recon- 
struction. Even collective farming is 
in some jeopardy, 

“The war has inevitably weakened the co- 
herence of collective. farming. Within the 
framework of the Kolkhoz the cultivation of 
small ang privately owned plots of land has 
now developed with a new momentum. Tech- 
nical retrogression makes it for the time being 
impossible for the Government to stem the 
expansion of the ‘private sector’ within collec- 
tive farming.” (Economist, Apr. 8.) 

That is to be expected, with the 
curtailment of production of agricul- 
tural machinery. But it is an jndica- 
tion of how little the Russian Govern- 
ment can afford to prolong the war, 
or undertake massive commitments in 


Europe. 


Out of control? 
HE clash over the equal pay 


T amendment to the Education 
Bill was premonitory of the parlia- 
‘mentary _ difficulties which are, 
accumulating, as the contradiction 
between total war and democracy 
drives deeper. 

It, becomes increasingly doubtful 
whether Parliament will be able fo 
reassert effective control of the 
machinery of government. 

Can the House of Commons really 
handle the vast weight of legislation 
necessary if secial reconstruction is to 


be more substantial than pie in the 
sky? 

The Times (Apr. 5) is, rightly, very 
perturbed. The issue, like the legis- 
lation itself, has beep postponed and 
postponed. But the amount of parlia- 
Mentary time spent on the Education 
Bill, at the cost of all serious debate 
on vital issues of foreign policy, sus- 
gests that parliamentary government 
is now in real peril. The Times says: 

“Unless the amount of legislation is drastic- 
ally cut down, of which there seems little hope, 
the House of Commong, and with it the Parlia- 
mentary democracy which we have evolved 
through the centuries, will, if its procedure is 
not appropriately reformed, succumb to the 
massive weight of detailed legislation. Action 
cannot be delayed till the war is over, for by 
then the House will be in its toils.” 


Crisis for democracy 


HE responsible critics recognize 
~~ the effects, but they pay but slight 
attention to the cause. It is the basic 
incompatibility of democracy and total 
war. Democracy, defending itself by 
total war, ceases to be democracy, and 
(I maintain) becomes less and less 
eapable of returning to-democracy. 

If a democracy becomes involved in 
total war, it is a matter of life and 
death to get out of it as soon as 
Possible. It must be vigilant to seize 
the first opportunity of concluding a 
peace which safeguards the principles 
it took arms to vindicate, This ele- 
mentary sagacity has been continually 
disregarded; and, one feels, in some 
quarters, deliberately abandoned. I 
am pessimistic about the consequences. 

The price will have to be paid for 
‘British blindness to the intimate inter- 
dependence of war-policy and domestic 
policy, and for the failure to see that 
to demand “unconditional surrender” 
is not merely to make the war as long, 
instead of as short as possible, but ta 
deny the very principle by which 
democracy lives. No democracy, con- 
scious of its own raison detre, could 
demand “unconditional surrender” of 
its enemy. 


“Surrender” — to what? 


PEOPLE forget that “unconditional 
surrender” was invented in the 
American Civil War. In the cireum- 
stances of that war it was a legitimate 
demand. For the South to be allowed 
to surrender on political conditions 
would have made nonsense of the 
principle for’ which the North was 
fighting: namely, that the Southern 
States could not secede from the 
Union. 
lf Europe had been a Federation, 
and Germany were fighting to secede 
from it—to disregard its laws, and 
establish a separate sovereignty—the 


{CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Who began 
strategic 
bombing? 


TRUTH COMES OUT 
AT LAST 


BRxeiish bombs fell on the 
German mainland before 
German bombs fell on ours. 
This is made clear by Mr. J. 
M. Spaight, former Principal 
Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Ministry, in a new book en- 
titled “Bombing Vindicated.” 


On May 11, 1940, a force of 18 Whit- 
ley bombers attacked railway in- 
stallations in Western Germany; of 
the decision that lay behind this 
raid Mr. Spaight writes: 


... Because we were doubtful about 
the psychological effect of propa- 
gandist distortion of the truth that 
4— was we who started the strategic 
bombing offensive, we have shrunk 
from giving our great decision of 
May, 1940, the publicity which it 
deserved. That, surely, was a mis- 
take. It was @ splendid decision. It 
was as heroic, as self-sacrificing, as 
Russia’s decision te adopt her policy 
of ‘scorched earth’. It gave Coven- 
try and Birmingham, Sheffield and 
Southampton, the right to look Kiev 
and Kharkov, Stalingrad and Sebas- 
topol, in the face. Our Soviet Allies 
would have been less critical of our 
inactivity in 1942 if they-had under- 
stood what we had done.” 


, * 


The official publication, 
Command,” stated: 
“We did not begin to bomb Germany 
until May 11, 1940, two days after 
the Germans had dropped bombs on 
the mainland of this country.” 
This incident was recalled in greater 
detail in a pamphlet published by 
the Committee for the Abolition of 
Night-Bombing (now the Bombing 
Restriction Committee), as follows: 
... On the night of May 9-10, 24 
incendiary bombs and 20 high-ex- 
plosive bombs were dropped in a 
dense wood near Canterbury with- 
out causing casualties ... The plane 
that dropped the bombs was not 
identified and it is apparent that it 
must have been one that was in 
distress. It was not the kind of | 
incident that should be used to 
justify a-major change of policy.” 
The attempt to use this particular 
incident. as an excuse for adopting 
the policy of strategic bombing has 
now, it seems, been dropped. 


(See leading article, page 2.) 


“ 


“ Bomber 


tc 


The price a generation paid 
for victory 


Stephen Bonsal, a confidential assisi- 
ant to Colonel House—the right- 
hand mat of Woodrow Wilson, 
American President during the last 
war—has just published in the USA 
a book of memoirs, “Unfinished 
Business.” 

He had exceptional opportunities for 
knowing the hopes of a better world 
that the President entertained; but 
his travels in Hurope at the end of 
the war also forced him to realize 
the misery into which the mirage of 
“victory” had led humanity. 


In the following passage he describes 
what he saw on one suck journey, 
from Berlingio Paris, on @ tram 
bringing survivors and relatives 
from some anniversary celebration 
at Verdun. 

[His train, crowded with those who 

survived, was a more horrible 
sight than any of the many ghastly 
battlefields I have witnessed in so 
many’ lands . . . All about me were 
groups of grand blessés, many with 

grotesquely distorted faces ... As I 

travelled with this cavalcade of misery 

and of suffering, I realized more fullv 


than ever before the terrible price our 
generation has paid for its victory ... 
Out of such an experience might come 
something more substantial than our 
halting Covenant for peace and non- 
agepression ... 

The train hobbled into Paris about 
midnight. After standing in the 
crowded corridor with my heavy pack 
for eight hours, I found I could hardly 
walk. I leaned against an iron pillar 
and watched and watched and waited. 
Slowly the silent mob of the lame, the 
halt and the blind, the crepe-draped 
widows, and the pale-faced, sad-eyed 
orphans of some of the four hundred 
thousand gallant soldiers who died 
defending the great fortress against 
the onrush of.the invading Germans, 
dissolved. 

For me the pomp and pageantry of 
war had vanished for qa long time, 
perhaps forever, and what remained 
wag misery and tears, loneliness and 
squalor. It was hours before the last 
of the war widows, carrying children 
who would never see their fathers, 
disappeared into the darkness of the 
city where victory perched. ut I 
shall see them always—always. 


’ 
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SALUTING THE 
SOLDIER 


f FORMER Principal Assistant 
*™ Secretary of the Air Ministry, 
Mr. J. M. Spaight, C.B. C.B.E., is the 
author of a book just published called 
“Bombing Vindicated.” An important 
quotation from it appears on our front 
page, which establishes beyond doubt 
that the British began the strategic 
bombing offensive. Mr, Spaight in- 
sists that we should be proud of the 
fact that bombs fell on the German 
mainland (on May 11, 1940) before 
German bombs fell on ours. Pre- 
viously we had held our hand because 
of French fears of German reprisals. 

Mr. Spaight’s own attitude is clear 
and consistent. He believes that the 
bomber is the only instrument that 
can murder war. ‘“War,” he says, 
“cannot live with the bomber. It can 
smother and stifle war at the source.” 
And that, be claims, is what the 
strategic bombing offensive is now 
doing. 

One can respect that attitude. But 
what are we to think of the authori- 
ties who represented that the German 
strategic bombing of Coventry, Bir- 
mingham, Sheffield, and Southampton 
was, a barbarous and unprovoked out- 
rage? What are we to think of the 
press which habitually denied Hitler’s 
repeated assertion that the bombing 
of British cities was ordered only by 
way of renrisal after the British air- 
foree had bombed Germany ? 

The unpleasant fact which Mr. 
Spaight candidly establishes is that 
Hitler in this important matter was 
telling the truth and the British 
authorities and the British press were 
not. Moreover, on this deliberate 
suppression of the truth much of the 
hate-propaganda against Germany 
was based. Ninety-nine people out of 
a hundred in this country believe that 
it was Germany which began the 
strategic bombing (which was, of 
course, not called by that dignified 
name when Germany was doing it) 
and that the prodigious British and 
American air-war on Germany is a 
kind of stern justice for Germany’s 
crime. 

Lies, lies, lies! The horror of war! 
is that in order to prosecute if the 
souls of decent unsuspecting men are 
enmeshed in a web of lies. Nothing 
can be done- without lies. In the 
simplest things the truth is concealed 
and the lie pushed forward. Charac- 
teristic of the universal conspiracy to 
deceive is the lie with which the 
country is called upon to “Salute the 
Soldier.” £165 millions of “national 
savings” have been cgllected. A few 
thoughtful people know that it 1s 
pure humbug. The savings are not 
saved. Big financial institutions in- 
vest in one week sums that they would 
have to invest anyhow. 

The few thoughtful people know that the 
amount; subscribed, of which perhaps 10 per 
cent. represents genuine savings, will not have 
the faintest effect on the amount of munitions 
of war produced for the soldier. The common 
folk salute the soldier with a lie. Neither 
knows that the lie ie a lie. They are both 
deceived by others. Who is it deceives them 
and to what end? 

People have to be fed with Hes in order to 
keep them at war. They have to be persuaded 
that Germany began all the horrors. They 
have to be induced to forget that Britain went 
to war to defend the integrity of Poland. They 
have to believe it has now become “reasonable” 
and “just” that Russia’ should absorb half 
Poland in 1944, whereas it was monstrous that 
Germany should demand a minor adjustment in 
1989. They have +o believe that a British Prime 
Minister who called the Russians “bloody 
haboons” now regards them as the faithful and 
heroic allies of Britain to all eternity. 


Unfortunately, it does not need a very great 
effort to induce the people to forget or believe. 
Those who control the sources of information 
ean.persuade them of almost anything. The 
safeguard is that those who control the sources 
of information should regard the truth as 
sacrosanct. How long shall we have to wait 
for that? 


Peace News is epen for the. expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not neéces- 
garily represent the policy of the Peace Pledge 
Union, of which it ia the weekly organ. Nor 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply 
any endorsement or PPU connection With the 
matter advertised. 

Postal subscription rates: Home: quarterly, 
Se. 38.; yearly, 128. 6d. Abroad: quarterly, 
2s. 9d.; yearly, 10s. 6d. 

Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, 
cotumn inches. Copy by first post Friday. 


A Few Atrocities 


of a kind which provoke no protest 


OME time ago a country 
rector of my acquaintance 
commemorated his indebt- 

edness to the RAF by composing 
a hymn. It appeared in the 
parish magazine, and he advised 
his flock to paste if into their 
hymn books. 

From time to time they would sing 
it, he said, to the tune of “Soldiers of 
Christ, arise.” »I do not propose to 
reprint it here, though it was amus- 
ing as well as shocking—for even the 
good Dante was rebuked for his 
momentary temptation to linger over 
the pleasures of Hell. We should be 
careful how to get our amusement. I 
will only say that in the last verse 
our pilots found themselves in “that 
great ‘drome beyond the skies, Where 
Christ shall say, ‘Well done.’ ” 

Through the demands of war, then, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto 
an aerodrome, 

Some pretty shocking things are 
being said, It has occurred to me that 
there is need of a White Paper on the 
literary and verbal atrocities of this 
war. Somewhere there should be, if 
not a recording angel, at least a 
relentless scribe, noting carefully 
what “they” are saying—not for the 
amusement of detached pacifists, but 
for the purification of future gener- 
ations. 

For undoubtedly these atrocities of 
the spirit are part of the general 
case against war. They are inevitable; 
they grow thick and rank. 


‘Churchillian 
Renaissance’’ 


[z is now fashionable in religious 
and intellectual circles to believe 
that the spiritual condition of Britain 
is “healthier” than it was in 1939. 
My own recollection of the British 
mood of 1939 is that it was a curious 
combination of reluctance and deter- 


mination. People did not actually 
desire war, but they preferred it to 
the alterngtives which their limited 
imaginations could apprehend. In 
fact they were rather like the school- 
master saying, “This hurts me. . .” 
Perhaps we may call it the Cham- 
berlain attitude. 

But there came about what Evelyn 
Waugh has called “the Churchillian 
renaissance,” and whatever that has 
meant for good in the way of dedi- 
eated souls and unremitting toil, it 
has certainly coincided with an in- 
crease of atrocities of the spirit, Mr. 
Chamberlain may be a pathetic 
memory, but he would hardly have 
said, in passing, “the honour of 
bombing Berlin has fallen almost 
entirely to us.’”” And that was what 
we read in our papers on Ash Wed- 
nesday, 1944, the day on which begins 
the great penitential season. 


Gay Warriors 


HE Churchillian renaissance has 

swept over the country like a 
wave of the sea. It has had effect 
in the mast unlikely places. 


Last summer, amid the peace of 
ChristcRurch Meadows, in the heart 
of his own university, I sat reading 
Mr. C. S. Lewis, the young hope of 
intellectual Anglicanism. The book 
was “Christian Behaviour,” and in it 
I had the painful experience of 
reading these words: 

“War is a dreadful thing, and I can respect 
an honest pacifist, though I think he is entirely 
mistaken. What I cannot understand is this 
sort of half pacifism you get nowadays which 
gives people the idea that though you have got 
to fight, you ought to do it with a long face 
and as if you were ashamed of it. It is that 
feeling that robs lots of magnificent young 
Christians in the Services of something they 
have a right to, something which is the natural 
accompaniment of courage—a kind of gaiety 
and wholeheartedness. But I must get back to 
my subject.” E 

One concurs in the last sentence. 
But Mr. Lewis need not worry. There 
is very little of this. half-pacifism 
about, and if we can believe the news- 


LETTERS 


Do Nations possess ‘‘Personality’’ ? 


Your correspondent John Nibb (PN, Mar. 
24) says the “personahzing of nationg is 
philosophically indefensible and disastrous in 
results.”” This personalization he confuses with 
mationalism. Does he deny that there is any 
difference between the British nation and the 


German; or between the French and the 
Russian? 
Most decidedly there is a difference, and as 


“Observer” suggests, these differences are 
summed up m “language, ways of life, con- 
ventions. reticences and the shape of the 
countryside.” Mr. Nibb says these differences 
are “personal or of a class.” But if they are 
true of a class, why not of 2 nation? Surely 
he does not suggest that the Russian, brought 
up in the boundless expanse of agricultural 
steppe, having to face all the special problems 
of administration and farming relevant to the 
steppes, is no different in personality from the 
Welsh miner brought un in the narrow, coal- 
dirtied valleys of Glamorganshire. é 
It.is stupid to deny that the differences of 
tradition, work, and environment of different 
districts, produce different types of personality. 
When a nation is knit together and has a 
continuous history of some hundreds of years 
behind it, the people of that nation naturally 
assume a marked personality, due to their 
being of that nation. National characteristics 
are very real. dt seems to me that these 
eharacteristics should be emphasized, not 
slurred over. It that way a bulwark can be 
built against the flood waters of universal 
sameness which our world-plannerg would in- 
flict upon us. When men have achieved a true 
personality they tend to respect the personality 
of others; when they have no personality, but 
only an emptiness inside them, or a hunger for 
power, they hecome raving nationalists, capable 
of any infamy. The elimin&tion of national 
characteristics is contrary to the true creed of 
pacifism, which surely is founded on 2 belief 
in human personality. And if in human per- 
sonality, why not in national personality ? 


JOHN BATE (Private NCC) 


Merits of P.R. 


In his letter attacking proportional repre- 
sentation for use in this country generally, 
Conan Nitholag (Mar. 24) expresses unusually 
bluntly the incredible notions that many people 
still have about PR, in spite of all the evidence. 

First of all, to say that “there is no doubt 
the proportional technique does encourage the 
tise of numerous factions of opinion” is pure 
rubbish. All it can do is give existing feeling 
fair representation. Where there are naturally 
only two opinions in a cotntry there stay two 
under PR. Tasmania, which uses it, has had 
only two parties for years. In Germany there 
were 20 parties in the Reichatag before PR was 
introduced: after it came in there were only 
10. In most countries where it is used there 
are four or five parties, not dozens. 

But his real point is the old one that it is 
better to have one big pariy which represents 
nobody, than several which represent nearly 
everyone, Why, I can’t imagine. Did the 1985 


. 


election—which gave the Tories a majority of 
285 instead of the 41 they deserved—produce a 
government which was more fit to lead the 
country than a balanced one would have been? 
Is it a good thing to have in power a govern- 
8 | ment which can do what it likes without real 
| criticism, and then perhaps have it completely 


overthrown in a great landslide at the next 
general election? 

Why not take the lead of the more progres- 
sive democracies of Europe such as Sweden, 
Denmark, etc., which have long used PR as the 
only sensible method? They find that govern- 
ments are strong and stable and have the 
confidence of the country; certamly by such 
standards as housing, general health, etc., they 
work much better than ours. The tendency in 
these countries ig to give members of parlia- 
ment more freedom with regard to party 
voting, which helps to overcome the difficulty 
of minority government—surely more sensible 
than our methods. . 

If you have any belief in democracy you 
must aim at a government which has some 
connexion with the feeling of the country.’ 
Lack of PR may well provide Winston with 
a new lease of life after this war in which to 
put paid to peace. 
MICHAEL BARCLAY 
The Beltane School, Melksham, Wilts. 


Nationalism at{Kirkcaldy ° 


Your editorial of Mar. 31 wrongly repre- 
sented Douglas Young as “a convinced opponent 
of this war.” It is true that he had a personal 
objection to taking part in it, but at no staze 
in the Kirkeaidy campaign did he call for a 
cessation of hostilities. His statements were, in 
fact, sufficiently confused to make speculation 
on his attitude dangerous, but one constantly 
reiterated phrase was on the need for “a 
Scottish war effort under Scottish control.” 

As for the desirability of the opposition ta 
nationalism beg provided by Scottish paci- 
fists, the test for parliamentary candidature is 
surely fitness to represent the constituency in 
question. Since Henry Hilditch’s connexions 
with Kirkcaldy Burghs (and ane might also 
mention his concern for Scottish home rule) 
stretch over almost as many years aa Mr. 
Young has lived, that particular objection can 
be discounted in this case. 

The answer to those of your correspondents 
who accuse Hilditch of being out of touch with 
nationalist sentiment is that they themselves 
appear to be out of touch with nationalism in 
Fife. There was no question of the Christian 
Socialist candidate not being as concerned wi 
Scottish as with German humanity. Should 
there be complaints, therefore, hecause he was 
equally concerned with the similarities between 
Scottish and German national socialism? 

DONALD PORT 


Diagnosis 


Your leading article, “Pacifism In Travail,’ 
is easily answered. The reasons why pacifists 
are constantly going off to the Army or the 
land are these: 

1. They agree with the aims of the war and 
are only against certain means employed; e.g., 
bombs and poison-gas. 

2. They are “civic-minded,” “socially-can- 
scious,” or what-not; ie., always wanting to 
de something, instead of to be something. 

I have discovered, during these last four 
years, that only a tiny minority of pacifiste are 
really against the objects of this war. And 
only a few of this tiny minority realize that to 
do what the modern world calls “nothing” is 


to do something positively good. 
F. W. ENGLEHEART 


Recorded for future 


remembrance by 


Alan Shadwiek 


papers there is both gaiety and whole- 
heartedness among our bomber crews. 

Of a Berlin raid one pilot is re- 
ported to have said, “It was wizard” 
—and said it “quite spontaneously.” 
Another said, “On the whole it was a 
pretty uneventful trip (for him, he 
meant) but we enjoyed every minute 
of it.” And a third, “Still, it was a 
good trip. At one period through a 
smal] break in the clouds over Berlin 
we saw the fires. It was just a cheer- 
ing glimpse through the solid cloud 
layer.” 

Mr. Lewis should be very satisfied, 
but for my part I would prefer the 
half pacifism and the long face. If 
this is not gloating, it is certainly re- 
joicing. A few years ago we were 
sickened by the lyrical boasting of 
Mussolini junior when he waxed elo- 
quent on his Ethiopian bombing ex- 
ploits. What is the difference? What 
of our claim of mora] superiority? 


Spiritual Sins 


HE poison spreads. The British 

Institute of Public Opinion asks, 
what should be done with the Axis 
leaders? Fifteen per cent. of those 
questioned reply, “Nothing is horrible 
enough: torture them.” 

A coffin bearing the swastika and 
the words: “Mosley here or Hollo- 
way,” and a mock gibbet are brought 
into Trafalgar Square by a blood- 
thirsty mob. (Were they advocating 
murder?) 

A letter appears in a Sunday news- 
paper. It contains the sentence, “The 
German people, as you say, are vile,” 
and for an alarming number of people 
that brief sentence ts the whole truth 
about Germany. 

One picks up a booklet at a station 
bookstall. It is called “Bloody 
Bayonets.” In civilized times it 
would, with such a title, be either 2 
book of luridé fiction or anti-war pro- 
paganda. Actually it is “the complete 
guide to bayonet fighting,” with 
sketches. 

One could go on. These are only a 
few of the spiritual sins which the 
healthier Britain is daily committing 
in sickening abundance. But they 
should be recorded, and remembered 
in the days to come. 
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INDIAN FREEDOM CAMPAIGN 
een eenrenees 


THREE POSTERS 


DURABLE PHACE CAN BE OB- 
TAINED ONLY BY NEGOTIATION 


“AD merely fallen enemy may rise 
again, but the reconciled one is truly 
vanquished” —Schiller 


VICTORY SOWS SEEDS OF FUTURE 
WAR: AN AGREED SETTLEMENT 
IS THE FOUNDATION OF PEACE 


Issued by the Negotiated Peace Campaign 
4d. each, postage 1d, 
PPU BOOKSHOP, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


ES 


we a 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


Hospital Workers 
to’ organize 


FORTY-FIVE CO hospital workers, 
representinga 26 different hos- 


pitals, attended a meeting in London. 


on Mar. 28, arranged by the Pacifist 
Service Bureau and addressed by 
Walter Padley. Fenner Brockway 
was in the chair. 


The meeting was the outcome of a 
concern felt by the Pacifist Service 
Bureau Committee for conditions in 
hospitals, It _was maintained that, at 
the present time, when so many con- 
scientious objectors are working in 
hospitals, there exists an ideal oppor- 
tunity for encouraging some form of 
corporate action which may lead to 
an Improvement in a public service 
that, from the point of view of labour 
organization, has hitherto been sadly 
neglected. J. 3 

The general recognition that COs 
on the land have, by becoming mem- 
bers, done much to strengthen the 
agricultural trade unions, led the 
committee to suppose that. similar 
action by hospital workers. might well 
be equally useful. The meeting has 
lent support to this view for it 
carried, without dissent, a resolution 
urging “all COs in hospital work, 
who are not already in touch with 
another union, to join the Hospital and 
Welfare Services Union.” 

Walter Padley gave a brief outline of the 
history of trades unions and dealt with results 
achieved by the movement. He and subsequent 
speakers stressed the point that an improve- 
ment in conditions for hospital workers would 
automatically lead to an improvement for 
patients. This will, I think, be well appreci- 
ated by most COs although some have, I know, 
been reluctant to take steps which they have 
felt may appear to be towards bettering them- 
selves only. 

Some lively questions came from the floor of 
the meeting and the genera] enthusiasm was 
such that it was decided to call a follow-up 
meeting in the near future. On this occasion it 
is hoped to give advice to COs who may find 
themeelves, as union members, either alone or 
in a very smal] minority amongst their fellow- 
workers. It is also intended to form a small 
group to meet regularly with the object of 
producing a report on hospitals, for it is 
believed that men working in the bumble jobs 
of porters and orderlies are in an excellent 
position to see the whole workings of a hos- 
pital and should, therefore, have useful sugges- 
tions to make about improvements. 

At the meeting a register was taken of those 
present but I hope that others interested in 
future developments, or any who would like 
further information of any sort on this sub- 
ject, will _get into touch with me at Dick 
Sheppard House. 


JACK CARRUTHERS. 


Albert Tomlinson, who has just left the 


* position of Secretary to the PPU Development 


Committee in order to work for the Inter- 
national Voluntary Service for Peace, will 
review his experiences during 18 months’ work 
for ‘aig PPU in an article in this column next 
week. 


You have not bought Us 


From a Correspondent 


‘TE\HE issues raised in the recent con- 

troversy in PN on industrializa- 
jcion presented themselves in practical 
form and with exceptional sharpness 
25 years ago in the Isle of Lewis. 


Lord Leverhulme purchased the 
island with a view to complete trans- 
formation: an up-to-date herring- 
fleet, aeroplanes to locate the shoals, 
fast cargo boats, the most modern 
canning factory in the world, high 
wages, model housing. ... His pro- 
ject failed for a simple reason. He 
assumed that the experience of 
human nature and human values he 
had gained at Port Sunlight and else- 
where was universally valid, 


Colin Macdonald gives an absorb- 
ing account of the venture in “High- 
land Journey” (Moray Press, 6s.), 
from which come the two extracts 
below: 

“Lord Leverhulme called a meeting of the 
islanders whose demand for crofts threatened 
to wreck his scheme. At the meeting, one 
crofter-ficherman made this remarkable speech. 

“ee, I will begin by saying that we give 
credit to your lordship for good intentions in 
this matter. We believe you think yon are 
right, but we know that you are wrong. The 
fact is, there is an element of sentiment in the 
situation which it is impossible for your lord- 
ship to understand. But for that we do not 
blame you; it is not your fault but your mis- 
fortune that your upbringing, your experience 
and your outlook are such that a proper under- 
standing of the position and of our point of 
view is quite outwith your comprehension. 


“You have spoken of steady work and 
steady pay in tones of veneration—and I have 
no doubt that in your view, and in the view of 
those unfortunate people who are compelled to 
live their lives in smoky towns, steady work 
and ateady pay are very desirable things. But 
in Lewis we have never been accustomed to 
either—and, strange though it must seem to 
your lordship, we do not greatly desire them. 
We attend to our crofts in seed-time and har- 
vest, and we follow the fishing in its season— 


Words of Peace—68 


Prayer for Peace 


—from the Ancient Mozarabic Rite. 


Lord God Almighty, Christ the 
King of Glory, who art our true Peace, 
and Love eternal, enlighten our souls 
with the brightness of thy Peace, and 
purify our consciences with the sweet- 
ness of thy Love, that we may with 
peaceful hearts wait for the Author 
of Peace, and in the adversities of this 
world may ever have thee for our 
Guardian and Protector: and so being 
fenced about by thy care, may heartily 
give ourselves to the love of thy 
Peace. 

O God, who art Peace everlasting, 
whose chosen reward is thy Peace, 
and who has taught us that the peace- 
makers are thy children, pour thy 
sweet peace into our souls, that every- 
thing discordant may utterly vanish, 
and all that makes for peace be sweet 
to us for ever. 


— said the crofters to 
Lord Leverhulme 


and when neither requires our attention we are 
free to rest and contemplate. 

“*You have referred to our homes as hove's 
—but they are our homes, and I will venture 
to say, my lord, that, poor though these homes 
may be, you wil] find more real human happi- 
ness in them than you will find in your castles 
thraughout the land. I would impress on you 
tha we are not in opposition te your scheme 
of work; we only oppose you when you say 
you cannot give us the land, and on that point 
we will oppose you with all our strength. It 
may be that some of the younger and less 
theughtful men will side with you, but believe 
me, the great majority of us are against you. 

“Tord Leverhulme! You have bought this 
island. But you have not bought us, and we 
refuse to be the bond-slaves of any man. We 
want to live our own lives in dur own way, 
poor in material things it may be, bfft at least 
it will be clear of the fear of the factory-bell; 
it will be free and independent.’ 

“Lord Leverhulme was aware of the nature 
of the problem. When pressed, in private con- 
versation, he finally ejaculated, ‘But I must 
have contro] of my factory hands! How can I 
have that in the case of men who are in the 
independent position of crofters?’ ” 


WHAT A CONSTRUCTIVE 
PEACE DEMANDS 


The National Peace Council has 
issued a declaration indicating the 
conditions which the Council believes 
must be fulfilled “if the goal of a 
war-free world is to be achieved.” 


Following a statement of basic principles the 
declaration (entitled “The Conditions of a Con- 
structive Peace”) advocates practical policies 
in relation to relief and re-settlement, economic 
reconstruction, functional approach to world 
organization, future of Germany, unification of 
Europe, and other aspects of the peace aims 
problem. 

“To aim high in this cause,” says the pre- 
amble to the declaration, “is not impracticable 
idealism, but the only realism. The will to 
peace will be vain unless it is the will to 
achieve and to accept the radical spiritual, 
economic, and political change which the 
assurance of peace demands. The alternatives 
are revolutionary peace or a third world war.” 

Copies of the declaration can be obtained 
tt the NPC, 144 Southampton Row, London, 
W.C.1. 
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“Happy Easter’ to 
the Germans 


“Fifth Army, Sunday. 


“(ERMAN and Allied troops, fewer 

than 400 yards: apart, joined in 
the same Easter services held by US 
chaplains on the Garigliano front, 
Western Italy, today. 

“Protestant and Roman Catholic 
services were broadcast to Germans 
within sight of the field altar, who 
held their fire. 

“Captain Oscar Reiboth, holding 
the Protestant service, read the 
Easter story in German and English. 
The men around him sang hymns 
from hymn sheets brought up on 
mules. 

Lieutenant Leo J. Crowley, of 
Syracuse, New York, celebrated High 
Mass. An address to the Germans 
said: 

“<*‘A happy Easter. As an American chap- 
lain, I greet Protestants and Catholics in the 
German Army. 

““*We have heen instructed since, childhood 
to love aj! men, even our enemies. Today is 
Easter Day—the day of Christ’s triumph. 
Christ died ang rose again for all men, for 
Germans and Americans alike. Therefore 1 
wish you also today, on behalf of my soldiers, 
a happy Easter’.” 


—Reuter message in. Tuesday’s 


ACLAND ON INDIA 


({OMMON Wealth delegates at their 

annual general meeting last week- 
end were told of an important pro- 
nouncement on the Indian situation 
which Sir Richard Acland is to make 
at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, at: 
3 p.m. on Sunday, at a meeting sup- 
ported by the Indian Freedom Cam- 
paign. 

Later in the conference they unanimously 
passed a resolution calling on the Government 
to release immediately the Indian leaders so 
that they may confer together to form a 
constjiution in accordance with the British 
Government’é: terms in 1942-43. 


GIVE JAILED, INDIAN LEADERS FREEDOM 


"TO CONFER 


A SUGGESTION that represen- 

tative bodies and persons should 
press the British Government and the 
Government of India to grant without 
further delay— 


1. Facilities to the detained Indian leaders 
for mutual consultation; and 


2. Facilities for contact between those in 

detention and other representative leaders— 

is made in a statement issued by the 
India Conciliation Group. 

The statement comments on the 
speech of Lord Wavell, Viceroy of 
India, on Feb, 17, in which he invited 
leading Indians: to make a “pre- 
liminary examination of the consti 
tutional problems” without waiting 
for the end of the war, and in which 
he spoke of the need for a change of 


attitude on the part of those Indians 
who “stand aloof.” , 

The Group points out that “the 
Congress nvolicy of 1942 was not the 
private action of an individual; it in- 
volved a group of men responsibly 
bound: to one another.” 

“A fresh start,” it adds, “cannot be 
made by one of them in isolation. The 
opportunity of making a responsible 
corporate decision is denied them by 
the present conditions of their 
detention.” 


A SIX-PAGE PEACE NEWS 


The Apr, 28 issue of Peace News 
(No, 411) will consist of six pages, 
and will include a report of the PPU, 
annual general] meeting to be held on 
Apr, 22-23. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


forestry, etc., 
Write for list. 


EDUCATIONAL QUAKERISM. 


BOOKS LOANED to C.0.s on land, 
without 
Marshall, 21 Wheat- 
lands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


obligation. 


Information and 


DIVIDEND FROM Will Coppin’s 
share number 861586 in London Cow 
operative Society will be used for the 
funds of the Co-operative Armistice 
Council. Minimum subscription 2s. 6d. 
ner annum. All communications to 


C.0. (40), conditional, 
work: Social relief, transport, food 
distribution or other essential. Excel- 
lent references. Commercial experi- 
ence. Travelling, printing, publicity. 
Adaptable. Suggestions welcome. 


seeks light 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 50 
words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 

Owing to pressure on space we 
reserve the right to hold over adver- 
tisements and to limit the frequency 
of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES to be let 
or sold in N.W. London and gistricts, 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifists. 

CAMBRIDGE directed C.0. requires 
lodgings from Apr. 18 within 4 miles 
or central. Dennis, 15 Queens Road, 
Fakenham. 

ANGLESEY. You will be weleome 
at Brynhyfryd if seeking a truly 
peaceful holiday. Spacious and com- 
fortable accommodation. A wonderful 
outlook on sea and mountain scenery 
from the house and grounds. Secre- 
Brynhyfryd, Beaumaris. Llan- 
goed 67. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
4 


4). 

WYE VALLEY (and Forest of 
Dean). Guest house in own parkland 
150 acres. Very tranquil. Mild dis- 
trict. Delightful walking centre. 
From £8. “Lindors,” St. Briavels, 
Glos. 


Help to make more Peace News 
readers. Pass on your copy when you 
Accordion Repsirers, 9a High St., 
have finished with it. 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence {also visit) 
lessons 6s., classes Is. 6d. Dorothy 


.|Matthews, B.A., 832 Primrose Hil] Rd., 


London, N.W.3. 


BURGESS HILL SCHOOL will 
open in September a senior branch 
for day children from 9-18 at 11, 12 
and 138 Oak Hill Park, N.W.3. 
Boarders 5-11 plus remain at Cran- 
leigh. High standard academic sub- 
jects, art and music. Inquiries for 
both schools to the Secretary, Red- 
hurst, Cranleigh, Surrey. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, 
(9125), a co-educational community 
aiming at independence, initiative, 
and friendliness. Schoo] and Higher 
School Certsa.; boarding and day (ex- 
cellent centre for Wimbledon, Sutton, 
Kingston, Leatherhead, etc.). 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


PIANO ACCORDIONS for sale, ex- 
changed, wanted; list, (Dept. 4) 
NATIONAL would welcome gifts of 
foreign stamps, for subsequent sale 
on behalf of W.R.I. funds. Any such 

LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons. 
Cleanest, clearest, longest, 3s. 6d. 
each, postage paid; 10s. three; 18s. 6d. 
six. Name models, colours, Peace 
Newa. Hardman ang Sons, 15 Pros- 
pect Place, Preston. 

RE-USE ENVELOPES—with Peace 
News economy labela. 1s. for 100, 8s. 
for 1,000. Order from your local dis- 
tributor or direct from PN Office. 


LITERATURE, etc. 


ARE YOU interested in inter- 
national war resistance? Groups are 
invited to write to the War Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 
Middiesex, for specimen literature 
describing the International’a activi- 
ties, The W.R.I. can also supply 
speakers to address P.P.U. and other 
pacifist groupa on its work. 


Epsom 


literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 

GOD’S KINGDOM about to be 
established on earth. Booklet “Christ 
Is Coming” 7d, post free from Secre- 
tary,, The Kingdom Movement, 21 
Poplar Grove, New Malden, Surrey. 


“THE COMING REIGN of Christ 
on Earth.” Free booklet from D. 
Morrison, 100 Montreal Ave., Bristol, 
q. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


PUBLIC MEETING at 2.30 p.m. on 
Apr. 23 in Friends House, Euston Rd. 
“Pacifism and the Future.” Speakers: 
Charles Raven and John Middleton 
Murry. Chairman: Alex Wood. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S meeting: “‘Con- 
scription’; 6.30, Apr. 20, basement 
1 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. Chairman: 
Dr. Alex Wood. Four Youth speakers. 


METHODIST PEACE FELLOW- 
SHIP Rally, Sat., Apr. 29, 3 p.m, 
Kingsway Hall (Lecture Hall). Rev. 
Henry Carter, C.B.E., and Rev. Fred. 
A, Farley, M.A., B.D., 
and Our Works.” 


CIVIL SERVICE Pacifist Fellow- 
ship: annual genera] meeting, Kings- 
way Hall, London, W.C.2, Fri., Apr. 
21, 6 p.m, Speaker: C. Marcus Arman 
(Secretary, Assistance Board Staff 
Side). Subject: “Social Responsibility 
in the Civil Service." Inquiries from 
the Secretary, S. G. Cornish, 88 Ran- 
eliffe Rd., London, E.6. 


PERSONAL 


CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp; Secy., PN, 
18 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 


“Our Faith| 39 


C.A.C., 180 Balfour Rd., Hford, Essex. 
SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to cenfirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommended to consult the Pacifist 
Service Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
W.C.1, which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


A FEW active men wanted for 
timber hauling. Modern equipment. 
Those with previous experience pre- 
ferred. Give details of previous ex- 
perience. J. P. Williams, Gobowen, 
Salop. 

WANTED AT ONCE: educated C.O. 
willing to take cooking responsibility 
in voluntary kitchen. Some experience 
acceptable. Keep and lis. a week. 
Apply by letter to Warden, Dick Shep- 
pard Club, 254 Harrow Rd, W.2. 

GARDENER. An experienced vege- 
table gardener required to work under 
Heag Gardener. Wimbledon district. 
A man resident in the district or 
within easy daily travelling distance 
essential. Write giving full particu- 
ae of experience, age, etc., to Box 


NATIONAL PBACE COUNCIL re- 
quires general office worker. Apply 
giving qualifications to Director, 
N.P.C., 144 Southampton Row, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


A FRIEND’S HELP would he 
gratefully appreciated in assisting 
employment of ex-supt., boys’ training 
centre, in orphanage, home, or school 
for boys. Full administrative and 
supervisory experience. Box 389. 


ADVERTISEMENTS NOT ACCOM. 
PANIED BY CASH WILL NOT BE 
INSERTED—SEE OUR TERMS 


Vegetarian. Box 393, 

C.0., 18 YRS., short time in farm 
work, requires post on farm or market 
garden to work and gain experience. 
Home Counties preferred. WwW. G. 
Crown, Spiceland Training Centre, 
Blackborough, nr. Cullompton, Devon. 


PRINTER (‘T.A.), Miehles, auto 
Dawson, L.M. 6’s, Heidelbergs, auto 
platens, desires change, interested in 
photogravure. Box 394. 

C.0., 20, land exemption, 3 years’ 
experience, seeks post with school er 
institution, Phillips, South Milton 
Fruit Garden, Kingsbridge, Devon. 

MARRIED COUPLE desire situa- 
tion. Husband land work. Moderate 
experience. Duncombe, Brook Honse, 
Turnford, Broxbourne, Herts. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

GROUP MEDITATION (London), 
Yoga and MHeard-Huxley . theories. 
Active proponents, write Bragg, Mer. 
ville, 106 Tulse Hill, S.W.2.. 
INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social] intro- 
ductions. Consultations: all problems. 
Western 205, 

_NATURE-CURE TREATMENT of 
disease (including eyes). Reginalg J. 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 
Naturopath, 184 Hopperg Rd., Winch. 
more Hill, N.21. (Ex-Maidatone €.0.) 
Consultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given, Palmers Green 7868. 


Do you know a newsagent wha will 
sell Peace News—and perhaps display 
it as well? If so, the Peace Newa 
office can arrange to supply him. 
Write to 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Do you read Peace News Pamphleta? 
They are published at apprdimately 
monthly intervals, deal with subjects 
of topical interest, ang cost only 14. 
each. Ask your PN distributor about 
them, or in case of P“ficnlty write to 
8 Blackstock Rd., *° _. a 
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A POLICY THAT 
MEANS NOTHING 


demand for unconditional surrender 
would be legitimate today. For the 
surrender demanded would not be 
surrender to a group of rival Powers, 
but to the Federation itself—Germany 
herself included, 


Again, if there were, today, the 
promise and scheme of a federation 
for Europe, it would be legitimate to 
demand that Germany should sur- 
retider to that. But in that case the 
surrender would not be unconditional, 
but on detailed conditions, This was, 
roughly speaking, the position estab- 
lished at the end of the last war by 
President Wilson’s 14 Points, culmin- 
ating in its famous 14th: 

“A general association of nations must be 
formed under specific covenants for the purpose 
of affording mutual guarantees of political 
independence and territorial integrity to great 
and small States alike.” 


Scrap of ‘paper 


HE Atlantic Charter was a medi- 

ocre document compared to the 14 
Points; but, even ag. it stood, the 
Atlantic Charter was quite incompat- 
ible with the demand for unconditional 
gurrender. Churchill has torn it to 
Shreds, and demanded and secured a 
vote of confidence. That means that 
Parliament has formally endorsed the 
demand for unconditional: surrender. 
No' principles of right can be invoked 
by Germany, If she surrenders, she 
puts herself, by her own act, at the 
mercy of British caprice, for ever and 
ever, 


_ Such an idea is absurd and unreal- 
izable except in the form of formless 
anarchy; the mind which conceived it 
is obviously suffering from a dementia 
of nihilism, But there it is. It is the 
only political jdea for which Britain 
now stands in the eyes of the world. 
Who bears the greater responsibility 
for this degradation: Churchill or the 
Commons? 


Did Stalin object ? 


HE irony of the whole situation is 
capped by a circumstantial report 
in The News Review (Apr. 6). 

“When the Prime Minister in his Sunday 

might broadcast (Mar. 26) forcibly attacked his 
critics, the reaction waa immediate. 
_ “Churchill got a bad press which did not 
improve his temper. Yet, but for a slice of 
sheer bad luck, the flare-up might have been 
avoided. 

“The Premier had not intended to say very 
much about domestic problems. His first draft 
apeech dwelt rather on higher policy: a clearer 
definition of the Atlantic Charter and of the 
phrase coined at the™asablanca Conference— 
“Unconditional Surrender’. 

“At the last moment this portion of the 
&peech was struck out. Marshal Stalin, whom 

* Churchill had consulted in advance, was not 
keen on it. 

“The Soviet view is that ‘unconditional 
surrender’ ig a purely negative formula; that 
revolt will never be stirred in Occupied Europe 
till the wobbling Axis satellites are offered 
positive terms by the Allies.” 

If that story be true, the recent 
Parliamentary crisis boils down to 
this. Churchill, irritated by Stalin’s 
eriticism of his senseless foreign 
policy, vents his annoyance. on_the 
critics of his senseless domestic policy: 
and thus creates a situation in which 
the Government is defeated and he 
has to demand a vote of confidence on 
his policy as a whole on an amend- 
ment to the Education Bill. A crazy 
denotiment to a crazy situation! 


Common Wealth divided 


A CORRESPONDENT who was 
** present at the second annual: 
feneral meeting of Common Wealth 


last week-end sends me this comment: 

‘In one of the outstanding speeches of the 
conference, Dr. A. Jameson emphasized that 
the policy of ‘unconditional surrender’ was 
prolonging the war and playing into Hitler’s 
hands by making the Germans fight to the last 
ditch. Only by making a clear statement of 
how Germany could play a constructive part 
in the establishment of a federated Europe, he 
said, could the ground be cut from under the 
feet of the Nazi Party. 

“The conference showed its general approval 
of this attitude by calling unanimously for a 
definition of peace aims and by condemning 
‘the repudiation of the terms of, the Atlantic 
Charter to the German people.’ Considerable 
confusion on the details of international policy 
was, however, surfaced by an amendment deal- 
ing with the use of German labour for rebuild- 
ing the devastated Ukraine. The question was 
whether the sins of German fascism should be 
vigited on the newly born social democracy 
(sic) or whether reconstruction work on Soviet 
soil would make good socialists of recalcitrant 
Nazis. 

“The almost equal division of the conference 
on this isgue reflected serious divisions which 
took the ating out of Torh Wintringham’s con- 
demnation of the political direction of the war 
by the Churchill Government. Certainly his 
pious hope for a federated socialist Europe is 
not the practical alternative of which Common 
Wealth stands in need.” 


” 


BIG INCREASE IN FOOD RELIEF SENT 


TO GREECE 
New concession of 10,000 tons a month 


FURTHER 10,000 tons of relief foodstuffs is henceforth 
going into Greece each month, This substantial concession, 
together with news of three more ships to carry the imports, 


was announced at a Ministry of 
Economic Warfare press con- 
ference in London on Apr. 5. 

By eranting this new request of the 
Neutral Relief Commission the MEW 
has increased to 31,200 tons the 
monthly intake of relief foods into 
Greece-—-which is more than twice the 
monthly allocation under the original 
“Swedish scheme.” 


DETAILS OF NEW PLAN 


As 1t summarizes the development 
of the Greek relief scheme, we repro- 
duce the MEW statement in full: 

“Since the summer of 1942 the blockade, 
authorities of Great Britain and the United 
States have permitteg regular shipments .of 
food and medicines to be sent to Greece from 
Canada and the United States. In 1948 the 
food allotments were increased to 18,660 tons 
and later again increased to 20,200 tons 
monthly (plus 2,000 tons of rice during January 
and February 1944). 

“2. It was further decided in January 1944, 
in response to a request from the Neutral 
Relief Commission in Greece, to increase food 
allotments further to 81,200 ons monthly and 
to add 2,000 tons of sugar for the year 1944. 

“3. With these proposed increases of 9,000 
tons wheat monthly, 2,000 tons pulse monthly 
and 2,000 tons sugar for the year 1944, the 
total monthly allocations will now be 24,000 
tons wheat, 4,700 tong pulse, 1,000 tons fish, 
800 tons soup, 600 tons tinned milk, 800 tons 
vegetable stew mix, 800 tons high protein spag- 
hetti; or a total of 31,200 tons monthly, plus 
an allocation for the year of 2,000 tong of rice 
and 2,000 tons of sugar, 

“4, The additional wheat up to 9,000 tons 
monthly will be provided initially as a gift 
from the Argentine, The other additional food- 
stuffs will be supplied by the United States 
Government as Lend-Lease to the Greek 
Government. 

“5. To carry out the present augmented pro- 
gramme the Swedish Government has offered to 
make available three additional ships. 

“6. The charter hire of all ships engaged in 
Greek Relief is paid out of Lend-Lease funds.” 


WHY NOT ELSEWHERE? 


Nobody will begrudge the hard-hit 
Greeks this further instalment of 
relief, for their situation has been 
incomparably worse than other occu- 
pied countries. 

Yet this proof of the success of 
large-scale relief raises ever more 
insistently the question whether such 
relief cannot be extended to countries 
in Western Europe, as-is proposed in 
the Kershner Plan, for which, so far, 
no controlled relief scheme has been 
accepted. 


APPEAL |FOR CHRISTIAN PEACE 


A “manifesto to people of good 
will,” entitled “Christians and the 
Peace,” issued by the Movement 
towards a Pacifist Church, asks all 
Christians and all people of good 


will to 

“use their influence with representatives in 
Church and State to ensure that the peace will 
be made in accordance with Christian prin- 
ciples, to urge that War Ministries be dispensed 
with, that a Secretary of State for Peace be 
appointed so that national energies shall be 
directed to repair, ag far as possible, the 
material ang spiritual ravages of war suffered 
by friend and foe alike, and that all men may 
now be called to an equal share in the respon- 
sibilities of a better international society.” 
“(Copies of the manifesto can be obtained 
free from Wallace Hancock, 21 Raymond Av., 
London, E.18.) 


— ee 
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GUILTY NATIONS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


death. And tens of thousands did 
go into concentration camps, and 
thousands went to their death; and 
the guilt charged against the common 
people of Germany is that they did 
not all face that martyrdom. That 
really is what the charge comes down 
to: they were guilty, because they 
were not all, or even most of them, 
the stuff of which martyrs are made, 

But do we apply that same measure 
of guilt to the many thousands of 
workers in the occupied countries of 
Europe who have allowed themselves 
to be conscripted into the war- 
industries of Germany, thus aiding 
her in her war-efforts against those 
who are seeking to become their 
liberators? If not, why not? 

We say that they are not doing it 
of their own free will, but under com- 
pulsion; and that if they did not they 
would be liable to severe penalties, or 
starvation for themselves and their 
families through lack of employment. 
What compulsion, and what penalties 
greater than those which the common 
people of Germany would have in- 
curred had they refused, struck, or 
actively resisted the orders of their 
own government? And in the general 
view, have not people a far greater 
right and aq stronger duty to resist 
the enemy and invader of their 
country than their own government 
which holds rule by some show of the 
popular will? 


IS BRITAIN 
GUILTY, TOO? 


Hitler rose to power on a plebiscite of the 
whole nation; but that was when Mr. Churchill 
was his admirer, ang would have wished, in 
like circumstances, that we might have a Hitler 
of our own, At that time, therefore, Mr. 
Churchill would admit that the German people 
were quite right in raising him to power; and 
should be praised not blamed for it. After 
that, only by facing internment, death, or even 
torture, could they have resisted—and, unless 
in very formidable numbers, hopelessly. 

And because they were not so keyed to the 
martyr standard, they have become a “guilty 
nation.” \ 

Have we ourselves (with our freedom of 
speech and our democratic power to dismiss 
our rulers from office) always resisted the evil 
deeds of our Government? Did we, as a nation, 
resist the Victory Blockade which, when Ger- 
many was disarmed and helpless, inflicted 
death by starvation on thousands and thousands 
of German children? I name only one, but 
perhaps the chiefest of our misdoings (when 
victory gave us all power either for mercy or 
for oppression) which helped to raise Hitler to 
power. 

We did not. Only a small minority pro- 
tested—so small, that’ we were helpless. But 
the nation was not helpless; it would have 
incurred no penalties had it refused to allow 
that great crime to be perpetrated. But do we, 
because of that failure, call ourselves a “Guilty 
Nation” ? 

Will those who go self-righteously apply that 
term to the German people explain how, 
morally, we were in any better case? 

Our punishment has indeed come home to 
us; but even that this war is our punishment, 
few are willing to recognize. ‘Guilty Nation” 
we say, and shift all the blame. 


KEEP TO-“CHARTER” PLEDGES 


“THE Atlantic Charter has been 

acclaimed throughout the world 
as a solemn undertaking of the prin- 
ciples to govern the post-war settle- 
ment, and the world will expect Great 
Britain to be true to these moral 
declarations,” says a‘statement issued 
by the Meeting for Sufferings, the 
executive committee of the Society of 
Friends. 

The statement expresses regret at 
recent statements ‘“‘which seem to 
imply a departure from the spirit of 
the Charter,” and adds: “The essential 
value. of the Atlantic Charter lies in 
its emphasis on the common needs of 
all men, whether victor or van- 
quished. . , . Peace can only be built 
on moral principles applicable to all 
men and on practical steps to mutual 
co-operation of all peoples, whether 
victor or vanquished.” 


BY-ELECTION TEST 


Today (Friday) is polling day in 
the Clay Cross by-election, in which 
the Government’s attitude to the 
Atlantic Charter has been made an 


issue by the intervention of Capt. 
William Douglas-Home as Atlantic 
Charter candidate. 

In a speech in the constituency last week he 
said: “I regard the Charter as the one decent 
thing the war has produced. By saying that 
the Charter does not by right apply to our 
enemies the Government has torpedoed the 
Charter, which is an essential’ basis of a just 
peace.”* 

This was denied by the Labour candidate, 
Mr. Harold Neal, at another meeting. He said: 
“T stand and the Labour Party stands for the 
full application of the principles of the Charter., 
These principles have got to be worked out in 
detail by the United Nations, and thig will he 
the primary responsibility of the United States, 
Russia, and ourselves.’ 


BIGGER PEACE NEWS PAMPHLET 


- 

Although the April Peace News 
pamphlet “Versailles to Munich,’’ to 
be published next week, will be larger 
than usual—12 pages—the price 
remains at 1d. 

The author, John Scanlon, examines 
the development of the situation out 


of which this war arose. 

(Alterations to distributors’ standing orders 
for PN pamphlets must reach the PN Office 
not later than first post on Tuesday.) 


American peace 


movement 
PACIFISTS AMONG BACKERS 


MORE information about the 

“Peace Now” Movement, which 
is campaigning in the USA for a 
negotiated peace, is contained in an 
issue of the American magazine, Life, 
recently received, 

“Peace Now” started last July and 
now claims to have members in nearly 
all the States of America. 

“Some of its backers,’ says Life, 
“are old-line Quaker pacifists, but its 
chairman and guiding spirit at present 
is Dr. George W. Hartmann, a social- 
ist professor of educational psychology 
at Teachers College, N.Y.” 


As a sample of Life’s attempt to discredit 
the movement may be mentioned its irrelevant 
comment that, “as a spell-binder, Dr. Hart- 
mann compares favourably with Joe Mc- 
Williams”; the latter was one of the 30 per- 
song indicted in February on charges of con- 
spiracy to causé mutiny in the armed forces 
and set up a Nazi regime in America. But 
Life did not produce any evidence that ‘“‘Peace 
Now” is connected with former isolationista, 
let alone with Nazi sympathizers. 

At a meeting of the organization held in 
Manhattan, the speakers included David Mason, 
of the newspaper Catholic Worker. 


WRONG SENTENCE ON C.0. 


Yet another case of excessive sen- 
tence has been brought to the notice 
of the Central Board for COs. 

Wilfred A, C. Hatton of High Wy- 
combe was summoned +o appear before 
the Chepping Wycombe magistrates 
on Mar, 22 for failing to comply with 
a direction to work under the Defence 
Regulations, and the Court Register 
showed the following sentence: “Fined 
£15. In default 3 months’ imprison- 
ment,..owing to the gravity of the 
offencé. (The defendant refuses to pay 
the fine and elects to go to prison).” 

The maximum imprisonment which 
can be imposed for not paying a fine 
of up to £20 is two months and the 
Central Board have taken up the 
matter with the Home Office. 


The Archbishop of York is an 
advocate of the Government’s 


Bombing Policy 


YOUR denomination con- 
demned bombing? 


Has 


A PACIFIST CHURCH. INAUGURAL 

MEETING, FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON 

RD., on Saturday, 29th April, 1944, at 3 

p.m. Address by the Rev. Patrick Figgis. 

Tea Tickets (1/3) from Wallace Hancock, 
21. Raymond Avenue, E.18. 


Just arrived 


CONSCIENCE AND THE WAR 


(7d.; by post 8d.) 


American Civil Liberties Union 
report of American C.0., in this war 


C.B.C.Q., 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


MAY DAY 


Big International War-Resisters’ 
Demonstration at the Conway 


Hall. Speeches, songs & messages 

RESERVED SEATS ts. from London 
Area Office, 8, Endsleigh Gdns., W.C.1 
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Meet you at the 


|\London Area Dance... 
CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Sq. 
SATURDAY APRIL [5th 
7—10.30 p.m. 
2/6 SINGLE 


4/6 DOUBLE 


won't buy my Romany 
Health Secrets: I give 
them Free in MY 
BOOK its 
weight in gold. Send 

; only id. stamp: 
Gypsy Petulengro (Dept. B44), 
5 Heathcote Road, Boscombe, 
Bournemouth. 


PETULENGRO famous 8.B.C. ROMANY 


Your Friend In | 
100 Troubles 
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